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Description in  

• Historic England Listing: “Fine candelabrum dated 1770 with 2 tiers of candles” 

• 2017 Property Register: “Chandelier. Brass with branches in 2 layers: 12 larger branches and 12 smaller ones”.  

• 1914 Inventory of Movable Church property:  “1 candelabrum (date 1770) for 24 candles” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inscription: 

 “Lammas
1

 1770: Mr Robt White2 tenant to Chas Bertie Esq
3

 paid into the hands of Richard Figg gent
4

 £31
5

 for 

leave for 62 acres of crop to stand 24 days after Lammas. Twenty guineas
6

 were disposed of for this branch
7

 and 

£10 laid out in coales for such persons as receive no collection.” 

Explanation 

On August 1st 1770, farmer Robert White’s crop was obviously not ready and he needed to leave it to stand 

before harvesting.  His payment of £31 was a substantial gift to the church! He must have been extremely grateful 

to have been allowed to leave his crops standing. Presumably it was a grain crop which needed more time to 

ripen.  Whatever the case, the delay was probably caused by bad weather.  Records for British weather between 

1700 and 1849 show 1770 as having the second coldest spring, with snow in London and the south of the country 

for two days at the beginning of May.  For two weeks at the beginning of August there were severe storms with 

floods affecting the south of the country, with deaths, human as well as livestock, and much loss of crops. (British 

Weather from 1700 to 1849 https://www.pascalbonenfant.com/18c/geography/weather.html) 

Maybe the payment was some form of fine or penalty. If it were imposed by the tenancy agreement, it would 

have had to be paid to his landlord Charles Bertie.  Richard Figg might well have been Charles Bertie’s agent – he 

acted as surety and trustee for many fellow local farmers and businessmen, as was evident from indentures and 

other archival sources.  But it is more likely that he was given the money as Churchwarden and village Overseer. 

Being responsible for the collection of tithes, he would be the equivalent of a treasurer for the Church of St 

Andrew’s. Maybe this gift was a form of “first-fruits” offering, or the equivalent of the usual tithe.  Such a 

payment would normally go to the church, with a proportion for the benefit of the poor of the parish.   
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References:  

1. Lammas  
The word Lammas comes from the Anglo-Saxon (hlaf-mas, loaf-mass) and it refers to a medieval Christian 

tradition.  On Loaf Mass Day, the Feast of the First Fruits,  it was customary to bring to church a loaf made from 

the new crop of grain, which normally began to be harvested at Lammastide, when the hay-cutting would have 

ended. Manorial tenants were bound to present freshly-harvested wheat to their landlords on or before the 

festival.   

Lammas Day on August 1st, is the halfway point between the summer solstice and the autumn September 

equinox, and is one of the four “cross-quarter days”.  The others are Candlemas (February 2nd), May Day (May 

1st) and All Hallows (November 1st). These fall between the more familiar “quarter days“: Lady Day, (March 25th), 

Midsummer Day (June 24th), Michaelmas, (September 29th) and Christmas (December 25th).   

Although many sources suggest that half-yearly farm rents were collected at Lammas and Candlemas, that was 

only common practice in Scotland.  English tenancy agreements specify Lady Day and Michaelmas as the payment 

dates.   

Lammas was also significant in villages like West Deeping with ‘Lammas Grazing Rights’.  These were part of the 

‘Common Land’ laws whereby people (commoners), had certain traditional rights to land (such as grazing their 

livestock, collecting firewood or cutting turf) owned by another. The Lammas rights entitled commoners to graze 

their animals following the harvest, between Lammas Day, and 6 April, even if they did not have other rights to 

the land.  In West Deeping the fields known as Lammas Closes lie south of Stamford Road and to the east of 

houses on the village’s main street.   

 

1813 Enclosure Award map: Lammas Closes 
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2 & 3 Mr Robert White and Charles Bertie 
 

a) 1748 (20th February)  Lease by Charles Bertie (3rd 1706 – 1754) of Uffington to Robert White, farmer of 

West Deeping: “A messuage and malting house in West Deeping and land in West Deeping and Tallington”  7 

years for £142.10s per annum 

Nb. House and malting house could well apply to the property now called Greystones, to the north of which is The 

Maltings.  The Manor house also had a maltings but is unlikely to have been described so simply and without 

details of other outbuildings. 

Index entry photographed Lincolnshire Archives, visit 20/9/2012 

LAO PSJ/2 13? – as yet unseen 

b) See reference to Robert White as tenant in:  

LAO PSJ/3 Deeds arranged by families: PSJ3/2/4/15 Bertie of Uffington; Indenture of lease: Charles Bertie (4th?) 

James Haynes 1756  29 May 1756  

10 acres North part of West Deeping Cow Pasture 

3 acres  Backside Close “were late” occupied by Robert White 

2 acres  Marsh Close  ditto 

In West Deeping>People>Haynes family 

c) West Deeping; St Andrew’s Church: description of monuments before replacement of the floor during 

Victorian renovations 

Lincoln Record Society Church inscriptions 1831 

“On a flat stone in the nave (D) :  

Here | lieth the remains | of Alice the wife of | Robert White | who departed | this life | the 23rd day of 

December | 1773, | in the 81 year of her | age.  

On another to the west of the former (D) :  

Here lieth interred the body | of | Robert White | who departed this life | Augt ye 15th, 1792 | in the 88 year | of 

his age.” 

In West Deeping>Gravestones>Monson’s notes 

Year of birth 1704 

d) 1783:  

Parish Registers, St Andrew’s Church 

Marriage: Thomas Dove of Bourn to Sarah Haynes 1783 Nov 4 (witness James Haynes and Robert White) 

 

e) Ancestry: 

Robert White burial date 7th August 1792 West Deeping 

Marriage 26th Dec 1754 Robert White to Mary Muscott (Select Marriages) 

1798 Land Tax: “Late Robt White: 5s 4d”- no property listed 

 

f) Charles Bertie:  

(Charles Bertie 1st /”senior” (1640 – 1711) bought the lease for lands at Uffington, Tallington and West Deeping 

etc part of Crown Estate in 1673) 

(Charles Bertie 2nd (1674 – 1730) of Uffington;  son of Charles Bertie 1st) 

Charles Bertie 3rd (1706  - 1784) 1 of 4 children of Charles Bertie 2nd ; inherited the lease of the Manor of East and 

West Deeping in 1730 

The Berties were an English aristocratic family headed by the Earl of Lindsey and Abingdon. Between 1715 and 

1809 the head of the family held the title Duke of Ancaster and Kesteven. Over the centuries many members of 

the family were highly successful soldiers and often had an involvement in politics.  
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4. Richard Figg, Gent 
1721 -1785 

Grandson and heir of the first Richard Figg who came to West Deeping in the late 17th century.  Other evidence of 

this later Richard Figg includes the plaque dated 1755 from the Lane Yard Barn, now mounted on the garden wall 

at 41 King Street.  The two plaques built into the south-facing gable end of Woodbine Cottage, dated 1756 and 

1765, are both initialled RF and came from previous buildings on the site. Another stone on the large barn to the 

east of Cromwell House is dated 1771 and initialled RF.  (This date stone was moved from the barn to the gable-

end of “Manor Barn” when the property was converted into a house.) It was this Richard Figg too who erected the 

first family memorial to his grandparents, parents and siblings, in the church.  

5. £31 
The National Archives currency converter gives the following values:  

“In 2017, this is worth approximately: £2,704.91 

In 1770, you could buy one of the following with £31:  

 Horses: 4  

 Cows: 6  

 Wool: 65 stones 

 Wheat: 19 quarters 

 Wages: 310 days (skilled tradesman)  

 

6. 20 guineas 
1 Guinea = £1 1 shilling 20 guineas = £21 

The National Archives currency converter gives the following values  

£1,832.36 

In 1770, you could buy one of the following with £21:  

 Horses: 3  

 Cows: 4  

 Wool: 44 stones 

 Wheat: 12 quarters 

 Wages: 210 days (skilled tradesman) 
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7. “Branch” 
 

Extracted from: Chandeliers in Leicestershire and Rutland churches by Robert Sherlock 

https://www.le.ac.uk/lahs/downloads/1979-80/1979-80%20(55)%2049-64%20Sherlock.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.le.ac.uk/lahs/downloads/1979-80/1979-80%20(55)%2049-64%20Sherlock.pdf
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There seems to have been no place of manufacture within Leicestershire and Rutland, and the only chandeliers 

definitely of local origin - they were probably made at Stamford - are the pair at Melton Mowbray. National 

uniformity was achieved by the dominance first of the London makers and then increasingly after 1770 of their  

Birmingham rivals. London work is represented by the surviving chandeliers at Ashby-de-la-Zouch and North 

Luffenham.  

… 

Although their size and number make them of national distinction, there are reasons for considering the Melton 

chandeliers to be of local manufacture. First there is the documentary evidence. The chandeliers were given, but 

Richard Gregory, the donor, died on 28 March 1747 and the promptness of his death must explain why costs that 

immediately followed acquisition were borne by the churchwardens. In the accounts for 1747-8 ls 2d was paid for 

taking down the 'branches', ls 6d was paid for putting them up, and I ls 4d was paid to 'the Stamford Man 

Cleaning branches help and oyl'.  

If, as would be reasonable, it was to the maker that the churchwardens turned for the cleaning and the correction 

of teething troubles, Stamford emerges as the place of manufacture. Stamford is known to have possessed a 

number of brass founders in the 18th century: Robert Goodwin1, Robert Taylor2 and Joseph Wilford3 were all 

flourishing there in the 1740s. Of these, the last seems to have been responsible for the making of at least one 

chandelier. The churchwardens' accounts of St. Martin's, Stamford, contain the entry, 'pd Jos: Wilford as by Bill 

£20', which is presumed to refer to the chandelier formerly at St. Martin's and now at Ham House, Surrey (1732). 

Secondly there is the evidence of identical castings elsewhere. As at Ashby, the feature at Melton most indicative 

is the finial. Here it takes the form of a dove with its head turned distinctively left. The only other chandelier 

having a finial cast from the same patterns is that at Bourne, Lincolnshire, which commemorates someone who 

died 1 March 1742/3. In turn the branches, suspension-ring and sections of the baluster stem at Bourne are 

repeated, as far as differences in size allow), in the chandelier at West Deeping, Lincolnshire (1770).  Melton 

Mowbray, Bourne and West Deeping lie in different directions from Stamford and are respectively 20, 10 and 5 

miles from that town. Chandeliers having identical castings may be presumed to have come from a single 

workshop. That being so, the distribution-pattern supports the argument in favour of Stamford being the place of 

manufacture. 

 

 

Stamford Town Hall, Hall Book 1721-72 

 

1. Robert Goodwin was admitted Freeman 23 Apr. 1739, and apprentices were bound to him 1741/2 and 

1745;  

2. apprentices were bound to Robert Taylor 1732, 1733, 1740/1, and his apprentices were admitted 

Freemen 1738, 1754;  

3. A Joseph Wilford was Mayor of Stamford in 1770; Joseph Wilford was admitted Freeman 9 Oct. 1729, and 

his apprentice was admitted Freeman 1747.  

Churchwarden at St. Martin’s Church, Stamford 

There was also a Joseph Wilford who owned land in West Deeping 

Ann died at age of 33  wife of Joseph Wilford buried in West Deeping churchyard 1781 

Alice nee Dove wife of another? Joseph Wilford buried in church 1829 at age of 29 
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Abbey Church, Bourne, Lincolnshire (Rex Needle: Geograph website)  

“A magnificent brass chandelier hangs in the nave of the Abbey Church with branches for 24 candles …It was 

donated by Matthew Clay, a local landowner, in 1742 in memory of his daughter who died at the age of 22” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Langtoft  

A chandelier hangs in the nave, this being the gift of 

Edward Presgrave of Tongue End who passed away in 

1759. (3 tiers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frampton, Lincolnshire, near Boston :  fine three tier candelabrum, 

surmounted by a coney (rabbit), a gift from Coney Tunnard in 1722.  
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Melton Mowbray  

2 identical chandeliers dated 1746 in north & south transepts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spalding: St Mary & St Nicholas Church 

Chandelier 1760  

 

 


