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Today we commemorate another man named 

on our war memorial – a man who died 100 

years ago this week. 

Next Tuesday – 9th October – is the centenary 

of the death of Private John Thomas Andrew 

Wright (known as Jack) of the 7th Battalion 

Lincolnshire Regiment. 

Jack was born in West Deeping in early 1894, 

the sixth child of James and Louisa Wright.  

James had been born in West Deeping and 

married Louisa Bloodworth of Helpston in 

1880; they set up home in West Deeping.  

James worked as a coal carter and later as a 

railway labourer; he and Louisa remained in 

the area for the rest of their lives, and are both 

buried in West Deeping cemetery (Louisa died 

in 1938, aged 79; James in 1946 aged 86). 



Jack became a farm labourer (like his brothers), 

and by 1911 had moved to the outskirts of 

Grantham, working on a farm there.  He 

married Phyllis Geeves in Market Deeping in 

early 1914, and they appear to have set up 

home there and had a daughter (Lucy) later 

that year.  Jack enlisted in the army (in 

Stamford) and although surviving military 

records do not show exactly when he enlisted, 

his service number suggests that it was not 

later than autumn 1916.  Phyllis and Lucy were 

still in Market Deeping in 1939; Phyllis died in 

the area in 1974.  

Jack served in the 7th Battalion of the 

Lincolnshire Regiment – which was originally 

raised in Lincoln in September 1914 as part of 

Lord Kitchener’s Second New Army.  The 

Battalion was part of the 17th Division which 

first saw action in the Ypres area in July 1915, 

and remained there until spring 1916, when it 

took part in fighting south east of Ypres on the 

Comines canal, where the Battalion took 



significant casualties.  The Battalion then 

moved south and went into action on the 

second day of the Battle of the Somme – taking 

significant casualties from 2nd July.  Jack may 

have fought on the Somme, or may have been 

posted to the Battalion shortly afterwards.  He 

would have take part in the major Arras 

Offensive in spring 1917 and the Battles of 

Passchendaele later that year.  In 1918 the 

Battalion was among those which in the Battle 

of Amiens, Albert and Bapaume pushed back 

the German spring advance in the Somme 

area, and then in early autumn attempted to 

break through the Hindenberg Line – actions 

which culminated in the Battle of Cambrai (8-

10 October) in which the British Army 

employed many of the newer tactics of 1918, 

in particular using tanks.  The attack was an 

overwhelming success in an extremely short 

time with light casualties.  Sadly Jack and six 

other men of 7th Lincolnshire Battalion were 

among those casualties on 9 October.  He was 



buried in Busigny Communal Cemetery 

Extension near Cambrai. 

Jack was 24 years old when he died, and as a 

son of West Deeping is commemorated on the 

war memorial here, and after their deaths, his 

name was added to the grave of his parents in 

the King Street, Cemetery.  We honour Jack’s 

name today by placing this poppy cross near 

his name on this memorial. 

[placing of poppy cross] 

John Thomas Andrew Wright and those who 

died with him on 9th October 1918 shall not 

grow old, as we that are left grow old; Age 

shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  

At the going down of the sun and in the 

morning,  

We will remember them. 

All: We will remember them. 

[Silence] 

When you go home, tell them of us and say, 

For your tomorrow, we gave our today. 


