
Private Walter Skerritt 

†  25 September 1915  
 

Private Walter Skerritt  
of the 1st Battalion Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)  

died on 25 September 1915.  

Walter Skerritt was born in West Deeping early 1891, the son of John 
Thomas Skerritt and Mary Elizabeth (nee Roffe).  Walter was baptised in 
West Deeping on 22 February 1891.  John and Mary had been married in 
the summer of 1880 and appear to have spent all their married lives in 
West Deeping.  Walter was the fifth of their six children – Walter’s 
siblings being Charles, (b1881), Samuel (b1883), Arthur (b1887), Mary 
(b1890, died the same year), Wilfrid (b1893, died early 1894).  John was 
a labourer – working at different times on the railway and the land.  
By 1911 Walter had also become a railway labourer, but John had died in 
1902 at the age of 46.  (Mary died in late 1921 at the age of 65.) 

Military records show that Walter enlisted in the army in Doncaster and 
served in the 1st Battalion of the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles).  The 
battalion served in Belgium and France from August 1914, and Walter 
may have been involved in the major actions in 1914, particularly the 
Battle of Mons (23 August), The Battle of Le Cateau (26 August – 
1 September), and the actions on the Aisne heights (Autumn 1914).  He 
would have been involved in the action at Hooge (Spring 1915) and the 
Battle of Festubert (15–25 May 1915). 

Walter then fought in the Battle of Loos which started on 25 September.  
This was the largest British offensive mounted on the Western Front in 
1915, aimed at breaking the deadlock of trench warfare.  The opening 
phase of the battle was notable as the first use by the allies of poison 
gas.  Although Britain and its allies made some early gains, the Franco-
British attacks were ultimately generally contained by the German 
armies, except for some local losses of ground.  The allies suffered heavy 
casualties, and many of those who died have no known grave.  The 
1st Cameronians however suffered less than many other units and lost 
just 29 men, most of whom, like Walter, were buried in an extension to a 
nearby churchyard.  

As a resident of West Deeping, Walter is commemorated on the parish 
War Memorial in St Andrew’s Church. 
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First name(s) WALTER 

Last name SKERRITT 

Service number 17619 

Rank PRIVATE 

Regiment Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) 

Battalion 1st Battalion. 

Birth place WEST DEEPING, LINCS 

Residence - 

Enlistment place DONCASTER 

Death year 1915 

Death day 25 

Death month 9 

Cause of death Killed in action 

Death place France & Flanders 

Theatre of war Western European Theatre 
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The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) 

The 1st Battalion was in Glasgow at the outbreak of WW1 in August 
1914.  It left by train for Southampton late on 13 August and the next 
day embarked on the SS Caledonia and sailed for Le Havre – landing on 
15 August. 

22 August 1914: came under orders of 19th Infantry Brigade, which was 
not allocated to a Division but was an independent command at this 
time.  It took part in the following major actions: 

The Battle of Mons (23 August)  
The Battle of Le Cateau (26 August - 1 September)  

12 October 1914: transferred with Brigade to 6th Division, which 
participated in: 

The actions on the Aisne heights (Autumn 1914) 
The action at Hooge (Spring 1915) 

31 May 1915: transferred with Brigade to 27th Division. 

19 August 1915: transferred with Brigade to 2nd Division which took 
part in: 

The Battle of Festubert (15–25 May 1915) 
The Battle of Loos (25 September – 18 October 1915) 

The Long Long Trail 

The Battle of Loos (25 September - 18 October 1915) 

Compared with the small-scale British efforts of spring 1915, this attack 
of six Divisions was a mighty offensive - so much so that it was referred 
to at the time as 'The Big Push'.  Taking place on ground not of their 
choosing and before stocks of ammunition and heavy artillery were 
sufficient, the opening of the battle was noteworthy for the first use of 
poison gas by the British Army.  Despite heavy casualties, there was 
considerable success on the first day in breaking into the deep enemy 
positions near Loos and Hulluch.  But the reserves had been held too far 
from the battle front to be able to exploit the successes and succeeding 
days bogged down into attritional warfare for minor gains.  So despite 
improved methods, more ammunition and better equipment, the 
Franco-British attacks were contained by the German armies, except for 
local losses of ground. 

More than 61,000 British casualties were sustained in this battle.  50,000 
of them were in the main fighting area between Loos and Givenchy and 
the remainder in the subsidiary attacks.  Casualties were particularly 
high among Scots units.  Many New Army units, rushed into a battle area 
for the first time only a matter of days after landing in France, were 
devastated.  A significant proportion of the remaining pre-war regular 
troops were lost, and more than 2,000 officers were killed or wounded.  
This irreplaceable asset in experienced men and leaders was a most 
serious loss to the army.  The New Army units that had taken part in a 
major action for the first time had suffered heavily.  Over 14000 of those 
who died between 25 September and 18 October are commemorated 
on the Loos memorial (ie they have no known grave). 

 The Long Long Trail 
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