
Tennyson’s Arms, King Street, West Deeping 

 

“Old houses, West Deeping” The Tennyson’s Arms painted by Karl Wood in 1939 

(courtesy of the Usher Gallery, Lincoln; LCNUG 1977/396) 

 

Until it was demolished in the early 1940s, the first building on the right as you turned into King Street from 

Stamford Road was a low, stone building with a thatched roof. 

This building, with an outbuilding (a stable or barn) to the north, can be seen (numbered 26) on the village Enclosure 

map dated 1813. 

 

Together with the adjoining plot to the west, a field of just over 3½ acres and a plot further south on the main 

street, it is labelled as the property of John Haines, although the accompanying award document refers specifically 

to ‘a cottage … belonging to Alice Haynes’. (Alice was John’s daughter despite the different spelling of the surname.)  



Whatever the case, we know from earlier documents that several previous generations of the Haines/Haynes family 

had property in West Deeping. John Haines’ will, dated 1815, provides the information that he was a farmer from 

Langtoft and left some of his West Deeping property to his elder son James (or in the case of his death without 

issue, to son Thomas) and another son John (or if he died before reaching the age of 21, to his eldest daughter 

Elizabeth Alice Haynes.) It is not clear which property is which but the names of the tenants of one of the properties 

are Thomas Boyall and Thomas Page and of the other property, “the one messuage or tenements with the 

homestead or close of land thereunto belonging” (which is probably the larger property to the west of the Tennyson 

Arms plot), the tenants were John Wade and William Quanborough.   

A will dated some 25 years earlier, in 1791, is evidence that John Haines had inherited these properties when he 

was still under 21, from his father, also named John, who styled himself ‘yeoman’ of West Deeping.  A condition of 

the inheritance was that John senior’s wife Elizabeth should have sole use of his house and garden whilst she 

remained a widow.  

Directories and censuses provide some reliable information about occupants and tenants through the years and in 

particular about its use as a beer-house during the 19th century. It probably came to be a beer-house following the 

relaxation of regulations governing the brewing and sale of beer.  The government intended the Alehouse Act of 

1828 and the Beerhouse Act of 1830 to increase competition between brewers and lower prices, hopefully 

encouraging people to drink less of the more harmful alcoholic beverages such as gin.  Anyone could brew and sell 

beer to be consumed on the premises on payment of a licence costing 2 guineas.  

In White’s Directory for 1842, John Nidd was listed as tenant of a ‘beer-house’, as distinct from two other public 

houses, The Red Lion and The George and Dragon.  We can be almost sure that this is the Tennyson’s Arms, although 

it was not named as such. The 1851 census listed John Nidd as a publican, presumably of the same place.  It wasn’t 

until 1861 that the name ‘Tenysons (sic) Arms’ appeared. The occupants were the Frisby family – John Frisby, aged 

50, listed as Shoemaker and Publican, his wife Sarah, aged 48 and John Frisby senior, aged 85, a widower and 

previously an agricultural labourer.  The next two entries in the census, possibly two lodgings next to the public 

house, were for John Nidd, by that time a farmer with 13½ acres of land and another lodger George Chamberlain. 

In January 1865 there was a notice in the local newspaper regarding a charge against John Frisby for infringing the 

Beerhouse Act but he must have kept his licence and the business was still running in 1871 with the Frisbys still at 

the Tennyson’s Arms. In the 1871 census the three next entries were for lodgers, including John Nidd who at 72 

had now retired from farming.  In 1873 the Grantham Journal reported the transfer of the license for the Tennyson’s 

Arms to David Chambers and we learn from the 1881 census that the Frisbys moved further down King Street to 

one of the cottages under the Archway.  

By 1881 the new tenants of the ‘Beerhouse’ were a young couple Joseph and Fanny Wright with their family - Ernest 

George (3), William Kenneth (1) and 5 month-old Rosie.  Joseph was listed as publican and railworker.   

The Wrights did not stay very long -in the 

Stamford Mercury for February 1882 Market 

Deeping Brewery were advertising for a new 

tenant.  (The 1891 census listed the Wrights, with 

their family of, by then, seven children, at the New 

Inn in Maxey.) 

In October 1885, William Whitehead of Helpston 

was advertising the Tennyson’s Arms again – this 

time including an acre of land, so since the parish 

enclosure in 1813 the John Haines’ plot of land to 

the west had been amalgamated with that of Alice 

Haynes, the much smaller plot on which the public 

house stood.  

Two years later, in September 1887, the 

Tennyson’s Arms was up for sale, but it evidently 

did not find a purchaser as six months later, in 

March 1888, an auction was advertised.  



The 1888 newspaper announcement referred to “All that Public-house, called or known by the sign of the 

Tennyson’s Arms, and Two Cottages adjoining with Stone and Tiled Stable, Hovels and other Out buildings, Yards, 

Gardens and Parcel of valuable Arable Land, containing One Acre (more or less) situate and being in West Deeping, 

bounded east by the town street, north by the Stamford turnpike road, west by land of Mr Green and south by land 

of M J Tryon Esq as now in the respective occupations of Messrs Richard Steel, John Smart and John Frisby.”  This 

description clarifies the fact that what had been shown as adjoining outbuildings in 1813 were by now ‘2 cottages’ 

and explains the extra occupants listed in census entries. 

The new owners of the Tennyson’s Arms must have been the Stamford brewery, Lowe, Son and Cobbold Ltd.  Some 

years later their newspaper advertisement listed, among many others, the West Deeping premises as one of the 

public houses selling their famous Ales and Stouts as well as port and whisky.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stamford Mercury, November 1898 

Lowe, Son and Cobbold Ltd memorabilia in the former Stamford Museum collection 

  



There were several items of memorabilia in the former Stamford Museum collection, including a photograph of 

Lowe, Son and Cobbold’s horse-drawn dray which would have been a familiar sight outside the Tennyson’s Arms.  

There was also a poster advertising the brewery and featuring a rather over-weight and very merry monk astride a 

long-suffering donkey, exclaiming:  

 

‘Oh, Lowe Son and Cobbold, our hearts you do cheer, 

by providing this town with such glorious beer. 

Although from Chartreuse we are duly thrown out. 

we’ll drink to your health by supping your stout.’ 

 



The new tenants of the Tennyson’s Arms were the Roffe family. We know from the Stamford Mercury in 1889 that 

the license was transferred to William Woodward Roffe.  The 1891 census provides the details of his family – he 

was originally from Wittering but had married Betsy Ann in Leeds where they had both been working. They had two 

children, George and Annie, before moving to West Deeping.  It appears there was a family link with the village in 

that William’s elder sister Mary Elizabeth had married John Skerritt from West Deeping in 1888 and they were 

already living here when the Roffes arrived about 10 years later. William and Betsy Roffe had added two more 

children to their family between arriving here and the April 1891 census – Edith was just a year old and Richard was 

only 3 months. 

William Woodward Roffe and wife Betsy Ann. 

Kelly’s Directory for 1892 listed William Woodward Roffe as a beer retailer but in the census for 1901 William was 

trading as a boot and shoemaker besides innkeeping.  The eldest two children had left home but five more children 

had arrived – so there were three sons and four daughters between 11 and 3 months to keep the couple busy! By 

1911, although the census entry did not give the name of the public house, William Roffe was still the publican, 

with his wife Betsy Ann and three of their sons, Richard (20) William B (11) and Charles (10).  

1900 Ordnance Survey Sheet CXLVI 16 North end of King Street, West Deeping 



The Roffes carried on the business through the First World War and by all accounts the pub was a popular one. 

Reports of license applications and reviews appeared in the newspapers from time to time.  In 1909 there was 

evidently some acrimony towards the Tennyson’s Arms on the part of the tenant of the George and Dragon, who 

was having problems getting a license for his own business.  He referred to the Tennyson’s Arms, which had been 

licensed with no problem, as “a low built thatched house” and claimed that in no way was it up to the standard of 

building of his own public house.  Some years later in 1921 an appeal for the Tennyson’s Arms’ license to be renewed 

met some resistance – this time from the chairman, as there were “other and better structures fully licensed, in 

close proximity” But the representative for Betsy Roffe appealed that “the trade done indicated that the public 

appreciated these premises and further that the tenant was a widow who had been in the house for many years” 

– with the result that the license was granted for a year. 

Betsy Ann continued to run the pub well into her old age, despite the death of her husband in 1920.  Richard, the 

elder son, had been killed in the First World War, but Bill, 9 years younger than Richard, had not enlisted until April 

1918 and survived the war so helped his mother to run the business alongside running a butchery business from a 

shop in Baston.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betsy Ann Roffe with her son Bill 

Betsy, the couple’s elder daughter, had left home in her early teens to go into service, but she had 2 children, Joan 

(born in 1921) and Bernard (born in 1925) who were brought up by their grandmother at the Tennyson’s Arms.  It 

is through Bernard Roffe, living in Maxey (2017), that we have photographs and personal memories of the family 

and the building itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernard Roffe behind the Tennyson’s Arms       Joan Roffe, elder sister of Bernard in King Street 

outside the Tennyson’s Arms 



Bernard Roffe has many childhood memories of the Tennyson’s Arms.  Once through the front door, beer drinkers 

would go into the room on the right – the Taproom.  There was a settle under the window, and the room also 

contained a cooking range.  The sitting room was to the left of the front door.  At the back of the house was a 

scullery and laundry area with shelving for pots and pans.  It was from this area that steps led down to the cellar 

where the beer was kept.  Bernard recalls (rather shame-facedly), that from about the age of 12, he would be asked 

to help by fetching beer from the cellar.  On the way up again, there was a ledge where the cigarettes were kept – 

Bernard would help himself, then sneak off to the pig sties for a smoke!  A passage led from the front door to the 

back door and the staircase was at the back of the house.   

There were two bedrooms.  Upstairs, a large beam, which had to be stepped over, ran from back to front of the 

house.  There is a family story that when William Woodward Roffe was carried out in his coffin, one of the bearers 

tripped over the beam and the coffin was almost dropped. 

Water was drawn from a well at the back of the house.  The well was shared by the neighbours living in the adjoining 

cottage.  There were also three pig sties, in one of which pigs were kept by Bernard’s uncle Bill.  (Presumably the 

other two were used for smoking!). There was also a vegetable garden for which Bernard became responsible at a 

comparatively early age.  

Bernard Roffe behind the Tennyson’s Arms in the 1930s 

There was great rivalry between the Tennyson’s Arms at West Deeping and the Tallington establishment of the 

same name, which was on the corner of Bainton Road – exactly one mile away.  Bernard’s mother would tell a story 

about a regular contest between the two alehouses which involved competitors balancing a glass of beer on their 

head while carrying a hundredweight of potatoes and an 18-stone sack of wheat. The winner paid for the beer 

afterwards.  

Another recollection is when a heavy storm (probably helped by the rather dilapidated state of the building) caused 

about a third of the thatched roof to blow off.  Bernard remembers that Mrs Tinsley of West Deeping Manor 

suggested the Roffes should move temporarily into Sundial Cottage on the corner of Mill Lane (now Church Lane). 

That house was itself in a very dilapidated state at the time, but at least it had a roof! 



Photographs of the Roffe family at Tennyson’s Arms, from Bernard Roffe’s collection 

The family later moved into one of the council houses along Stamford Road. 

Betsy Anne died at the age of 79 in 1937 and was buried in the King Street Cemetery alongside her husband.  Other 

members of the Roffe family are in adjoining plots.  There are no gravestones, but the plots are marked on the 

cemetery map. 

As to the fate of the Tennyson’s Arms, the last piece of evidence is to be found in the minutes of the Parish Council 

meeting on April 1st 1940: “Complaints having been received as to the untidy state of the old thatched cottages at 

the end of the village it was agreed to ask the owners to remove them.”   

Further research on Lowe, Son and Cobbold Ltd, the brewery which owned the Tennyson’s Arms along with over 

forty more in the area, shows up that the Stamford company based in Broad Street, had been taken over by James 

Hole and Company of Newark on Trent in 1935, although the original brewery’s trading name continued to be used.  

Presumably the brewery still owned the West Deeping premises and carried out the demolition.  

The land must have been sold to what was then Kesteven County Council and is now the site of semi-detached 

bungalows for the elderly, built by the council in 1949 or 1950.  



Besides his memories and photographs, Bernard Roffe still has a reminder of the Tennyson’s Arms on display in 

his lounge – a jug printed with the brewery’s advertisement  – the merry monk on his donkey.  

 

 

Bernard Roffe 2013 

 

With thanks to Bernard Roffe and his wife, daughter and granddaughter for their help with information for this 

article.        Maggie Ashcroft, West Deeping, September 2017 


