
West Deeping Heritage Group 
 

MINUTES 
 

Annual General Meeting: Tuesday 1st April 2014  
 

Present: 22; Apologies: Alice Jones 
 
1.  Welcome and introduction 
 
The Chair, Maggie Ashcroft (MA) welcomed the audience, remarking on the group’s 
development over 4 years, and that there are now over 100 supporters in the contact list. A 
particular word of thanks was given to Gill Edwards for serving refreshments and making 
home-made cakes or biscuits often themed to the talk. 
 
2.  Minutes and matters arising 
 
Minutes of last year’s AGM in March 2013 were accepted.  
The only matters arising were the continuing wait for the telephone box to be re-painted, and 
the matter of the broken West Deeping/Tallington parish boundary marker still needing to be 
dealt with. Joyce Stevenson of Thurlby was thanked for her advice about reporting its current 
state and who to approach for conservation help. Alison Lord, a Market Deeping member of 
the Grantham Archaeology Group Metal Detectorists, was thanked for coming to help search 
for additional buried pieces. Lincolnshire Highways would be willing to help with advice and 
support of a planning application if and when the group takes on any restoration and re-
instatement of the marker. 
 
3.  Treasurer’s report 
 
The Treasurer, Allan Crowson (AC) presented the accounts for the year September 2013 to 
April 2014.  A separate summary of the spending of the Heritage Lottery Fund for The Boaty 
Project was given, noting that the total amount of £9,900 had been spent.  AC made the point 
that if the group was to obtain a grant in the future it would be easier to set up a separate 
account with the bank to make accounting more straightforward. A detailed spreadsheet was 
available for scrutiny.  
The normal accounts showed an amount brought forward from the previous year of £351.28 
and a current balance of £284.84. These were approved by the meeting.  
 
4.  Chairman’s report and review of activities 
 
The Chairman presented a powerpoint show giving a brief resume of the previous year’s 
talks. Although there were less meetings than usual, due to the extensive activity involved in 
the Heritage Lottery project, they were interesting and well-supported. To start the 2013-14 
programme, Frieda Gosling gave an interesting presentation on the lost medieval manor of 
Torpel and the Lottery-funded project to research and interpret the discoveries. Andrew 
Sankey Smith gave an interactive and stimulating talk on the history of the harvest festival to 
coincide with the week of West Deeping’s own harvest celebrations. In the final talk before 
Christmas 2013, paleo-archaeologist Alison Foster engaged her audience with entertaining 
information on what a bucket of soil reveals about the history of diet, industry, farming and 
disease. In the New Year, we went medieval - Jean Townsend’s “A Piece of Paradise – the 



medieval garden” was interesting not only for historians but for gardeners too. In March, 15 of 
the group’s supporters met for a visit to St Pegas’s Church at Peakirk with a guided tour by 
Trish Roberts of the church’s Anglo-Saxon remains and its unique medieval wall paintings.   
 
MA also reported on family history research for the Roden family, who used to live in May 
Cottages, King Street.  Having discovered various references in the parish archives and other 
documents, MA had welcomed David Roden and his wife on a recent visit and introduced 
them to the current occupants of May Cottage, Sue and David Tearle.  
 
Another family history investigation for Joyce Gebhard had led to the discovery of the grave 
of her grandmother, Emma Boler in the King Street Cemetery.  MA also paid tribute to the 
work done by previous West Deeping resident, Peter Wright, in indexing the graves and re-
drawing the cemetery plan.  
 
5.  Management Committee membership 
 
 MA and AC were willing to continue to serve as Chair and Treasurer, but the secretary’s job 
would remain vacant as neither Anne Davison or Melanie James were able to carry out the 
responsibilities due to other commitments. .  It was proposed that additional volunteers would 
be asked to support the committee particularly with planning the future programme. 
Committee members were thanked for their support over the past year 
 
6.  HLF project – The Boaty Story   
 
Steve Cook (SC) gave a Powerpoint presentation on the project, congratulating all concerned 
for being on time, within budget and achieving all the aims. The most obvious evidence, the 
lasting legacy of the project, is the four information boards now erected in West Deeping and 
Tallington. The walk leaflets are available in abundance, from Stamford Arts Centre as the 
Tourist Information Centre, and in local libraries and churches. The website 
https://wdheritage.wordpress.com/ provides an interesting and informative record of the 
project, both the activities involved and the written up accounts of the research. The 
highlights included the community involvement, Allan’s walks, the children’s activities and the 
two ‘unveilings’ for the interpretation boards. Steve thanked all involved in the team and all 
those who supported the activities in any way for a most worthwhile project. 
 
7.  Future activities 
 
MA detailed future activities, which included:   
Researching the village Roll of Honour for 1914-1918 and involvement with The Deepings 
WW1 Commemoration group for an exhibition in November 2014 – The Deepings Remember 
1914 to 1918.  
A talk on the theme of the First World War by Prof. Phil Robinson was planned for November. 
 
 
The next AGM would be held on a date to be announced in April 2015. 
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