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MINUTES 
 
 
 
Annual General Meeting:  7pm for 7.30pm, Wednesday 21 March 2012 
West Deeping Village Hall 
 
 
Chair of the Group, Maggie Ashcroft, welcomed the audience and opened the 
Group’s first AGM.  She explained that although the Group aspired to be of an 
informal and friendly nature, it was necessary to observe certain formalities in order – 
for example - to be accountable in relation to financial issues, and in the event that 
any grants or funding were applied for.  Hence the need for a Constitution. 
 
1. The Constitution   
 
The Chair briefed the meeting that advice had been sought from the South 
Lincolnshire Community and Voluntary Service, and that the draft Constitution as 
previously circulated had been drawn up with their input.  
 
There was a brief discussion to clarify the reference in the Constitution to the Chair’s 
casting vote in the event of a tie. 
 
The Chair asked for a show of hands to approve the draft Constitution, as previously 
circulated, and this was carried unanimously.    
 
The Management Committee 
 
Iain Stowe proposed and Annie Newbigging seconded that Maggie Ashcroft be 
elected Chair; Allan Crowson be elected Treasurer; and Anne Davison be elected 
Secretary.   
 
2. Treasurer’s Report 
 
Allan Crowson outlined the accounts for the year-end, which showed a balance of 
£233.00. 
 
3. Review of Activities 
 
The Chair outlined the activities that had taken place up to the date of this first AGM: 
 

 November 2010:  Past inhabitants of West Deeping  
 A talk and research 

 February 2011:  The Enclosure of West Deeping  
40 pages of the enclosure have been transcribed into a Word document. 

 March 2011:  “Where did you get these genes?” 
A talk led by Jackie Searle, accompanied by a presentation on her family history 
research by Melanie James 



 October 2011:  “Who lived in my house?” 
A talk by Caroline Desbruslais about Molcey Mill in the 18th and 19th centuries, 
accompanied by a session led by Maggie Ashcroft on Molecey graves in the 
Churchyard and on the builders of certain West Deeping houses  

 November 2011:  “The Stamford Canal – looking at the evidence” 
A talk by Ken Otter with additional input by Maggie Ashcroft 

 December 2011:  “The People and the place: another approach to local history” 
A talk by Richard Keymer on family history in Etton 

 February 2012:  “The history beneath our fields” 
A presentation by Dr Jonathan Hunn and James Rackham on the archaeology 
project at Rectory Farm.  This was followed by a visit to the site by certain 
Members on 8 March. 

 
Ongoing projects 
 
The Chair outlined two ongoing projects: 
 

 The Enclosure Award 

 The West Deeping School project:   
Anne Davison read out a review of the project so far, provided by Elizabeth Noble, 
who is leading the project but who could not be present at the meeting.  In response 
to Elizabeth’s request for any further memorabilia or resources for the project, the 
following suggestions were made: 

 Try to find the photographer who took official school photos 

 Make contact with the Deeping St James GP who knew Miss Day and her 
husband 

 Confirm if Alice Jones has parish magazines 1900-1910  

 Check the Parish Minute Books to 1894 
 
In addition, the Chair made a request for any resources about West Deeping in the 
1950s, to coincide with the forthcoming Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 
June.  Iain Stowe suggested that the Village Hall Committee books may be of 
assistance and undertook to check these.  
 
4. Forthcoming activities 
 
Anne Davison introduced a number of suggestions that had been made for future 
activities.  These included: 
 

 Talk by Jean Townsend: “Mysteries and Monasteries of Lincolnshire”.  (A 
suggestion by Marjorie McCaskey who could not be present at the meeting). 

 Talk by Barbara Cooper:  “The development of a rural village through the ages” 

 Talk by Ray Biggs: “Grimsthorpe and its history” 

 Talk by Alison Foster: “The zooarchaeology evidence” 

 Talk by Adam Daubney:  “The Portable Antiquities Scheme” 

 The ongoing projects, referred to earlier 

 Outings, for example specific formal invitations to the Group as a whole  
 
These were all deemed acceptable by the meeting.  Ray Biggs and Adam Daubney 
were recommended as being good speakers. 
 



Two suggestions were made by the audience: 

 Annette Morton suggested a visit to see Peakirk Church wall paintings and/or a 
talk on assessing which buildings should be Listed, both by Trish Roberts.   

 Stephen Critchley suggested a talk by the Project Manager about the 
archaeological excavations at Maxey. 

 
Anne Davison referred briefly to the Lincolnshire Heritage Open Days, 6-9 
September, part of the national and European Heritage Open Days.  It seemed 
unlikely that the Group could participate this year.   
 
5. Any other business 
 
None raised. 
 
6. Date of next meeting 
 
Wednesday 20 March 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
Anne Davison 
Secretary, West Deeping Heritage Group 
24 March 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 


