
West Deeping Heritage Group 
 

MINUTES 
 

Annual General Meeting: Tuesday 19 March 2013  
 
 

1.  Welcome and introduction 
 
The Chair, Maggie Ashcroft (MA) welcomed the audience and explained the format of the 
meeting. 
 
2.  Minutes and matters arising 
 
The Secretary, Anne Davison (AD) asked if there were any comments on the minutes of the 
previous AGM (21 March 2012). These were approved as correct.  There were no matters 
arising. 
 
3.  Treasurer’s report 
 
The Treasurer, Allan Crowson (AC) presented the accounts for the year.  This showed a 
balance for payments and receipts of £241.41, and a total held, including the HLF grant, of 
£9,544.41.  These were approved by the meeting. 
 
Iain Stowe asked whether the HLF expects a financial account of ‘The Boaty Story’ project 
once completed, and MA confirmed that this was so.  
 
4.  Chairman’s report and review of activities 
 
MA reminded the audience of the events held during the year, starting with Simon Savage’s 
talk about Rectory Farm archaeology in September, and Trish Roberts’ talk on listing in 
October.  There was a discussion among the audience about the location of the parish 
boundary stone.  It was stated that the Heritage At Risk register located it at the King Street 
crossroads, but some members queried if this was correct.  It was suggested that 
alternatively it could have been positioned at the boundary with Tallington.  The majority of 
the audience believed that it was located near the footpath at the layby.   
 
MA stated that the Parish Council had asked BT to address the condition of the telephone 
box. 
 
Other activities referred to were the talk in November by Barbara Cooper about the history of 
rural villages, and the talk in January by Chris Gardiner about Hills and Holes.  MA stated 
that she had two essays on the subject of transporting Barnack Stone: “The medieval 
network of navigable Fenland waterways”   by Michael Chisholm,  that members could 
borrow if they wished.  Finally, there had been a meeting to kick off activities for ‘The Boaty 
Story’ project in February. 
 
MA was pleased to report that there were now some 85 members on the Group’s 
membership list, and that the Group received good publicity via the Stamford Mercury, with 



information also available on the Communitylincs and Parish Council websites.  She stated 
that a website for the Group is planned.   
 
5.  Management Committee membership 
 
MA reminded the meeting about arrangements for the Management Committee as stated in 
the Constitution.  MA and AC were willing to continue to serve, and AD was stepping down.  
MA thanked AD for her efforts over the past year.  Jean Stowe proposed Melanie James as 
the new Secretary, which Allan Crowson, Annette Morton seconded.  Melanie James was 
duly appointed as Secretary. 
 
6.  HLF project – The Boaty Story   
 
Steve Cook (SC) gave a Powerpoint presentation on timescales and actions for the project. 
He explained that the intention was to get 80-90% of the research done during March to May, 
including canal walks and other activities.  The principal activities currently arranged or being 
arranged are:  (1) research visits to archives; (2) canal walks with input from Barry Barton 
and Brian Jones, led by Allan Crowson.   At the same time, ideas for the website, display 
boards and walking brochure will be developed, with the intention of being able to unveil 
these by 21 July.  SC invited Elizabeth Noble (EN) to outline her plans for involving schools in 
the project. 
 
EN explained that she and MA had visited Copthill School earlier in the day, and that they 
were very pleased to have been invited to be involved.  The school would now need to 
discuss how to integrate this work into the curriculum.  EN stated that progress would also be 
made with the primary school.   SC commented that the HLF view the involvement of 
children/schools as a key component of a project.  
 
Lesley Ward (LW) told the meeting that a Boaty Craft Day was arranged for 9 April, and she 
was enlisting the support of suitably experienced people to help with this.  SC asked how this 
would be publicised, and various methods were suggested including flyers, leafleting the 
village, Parish Council website, and hand-outs at Village Hall events.   
 
SC also described plans to record residents’ memories of the canal.  LW said that with MA 
she was drawing up a list of possible residents to approach.  Recording equipment had been 
bought and she was familiarising herself with it.  She hoped to make progress over the 
Easter holiday.   
 
SC summarised by saying there was now a very detailed project plan.  Research dates were 
firm, schools liaison was under way, and walks and memory recordings were being arranged. 
 
Roger de Toney (RdeT) queried the 30 September date, described as a ‘celebration’ and 
what this would entail.  The nature of this celebration was yet to be determined, and it was 
likely that the date would move to 4 October.   
 
IS asked if any sections of the canal were listed or scheduled, and that perhaps a part of the 
project could be to find out about this.    MA said that the canal was listed at national level as 
an important historical engineering structure, although ‘listing’ in this context did not mean it 
was protected in any way.  [Information from Barry Barton is that the canal is listed as a 
“HEW” (Historic Engineering Work) with the Institution of Civil Engineers’ Panel for Historical 
Engineering Works (PHEW).  
 
 



7.  Future activities 
 
MA detailed future activities, which included:   
27 March visit to Lincoln archive office 
9 April   Boaty craft day 
10 April  visit to Stamford Museum TBC 
24 April  visit to Stamford town hall archives 
12 May  touring theatre performance in Village Hall (with a family history theme) 
19 May  possibility of sharing a stand with Deepings Heritage Group at Stamford  
   Heritage Fair 
11 September Talk on Torpel Manor by Frieda Gosling 
14 February  Talk on medieval gardens by Jean Townsend 
 
8.  Any other business  
 
Liz Noble  thanked MA for all her hard work on the HLF project, which members endorsed.  
 
9.  Date of next meeting 
 
AD informed the meeting that the next AGM would be held on Tuesday 25 March 2014. 
[Since amended to Tuesday 1st April] 
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