
Stamford 
Canal

West Deeping and Tallington
Lincolnshire

Stamford Canal, part of the Welland Navigation, 
was one of the first canals in Britain to be constructed 
since Roman times.  In use from the 17th Century 
until its closure in 1865, it had 12 locks and ran for 6½ 
miles from Stamford through the villages of Tallington 
and West Deeping to Market Deeping, where it joined 
the River Welland for another 3 miles.  The river 
carries on to Spalding and the Wash at Fosdyke. 

Why was the canal built? 
The 16th century merchants of Stamford needed to 
transport goods to and from the coast if the town was 
to prosper as it had in the Middle Ages.  The River 
Welland was too shallow, full of silt and obstructed 
by watermills.  In 1571 Elizabeth I granted permission 
to Stamford Corporation to make the river navigable.  
A ‘New Cut’ was started, but the first evidence of its 
completion was not until 1673.

How was the canal used?
Barges - flat-bottomed Fenland lighters - were hauled 
along by horses. They carried bulky goods such as 
coal, slate, lime and timber; and agricultural produce, 
like barley and malt for the breweries in Stamford 
and Market Deeping. Tolls on each load made good 
profits for the lease-owners, who were responsible for 
maintaining the canal.

Why was the canal closed?
Roads improved and railways were quicker for 
transporting heavy goods. The canal was costly to 
maintain and no one would pay for repairs so the canal 
fell into disuse and closed in 1865.  Some sections 
were sold to neighbouring landowners, and were filled 
in.  Most of the locks and bridges were dismantled.

Where can the canal still be seen?
Remaining evidence on private property cannot normally 
be seen, but parts of the canal route in West Deeping 
and Tallington can be explored using public footpaths.

West Deeping Heritage Group 
explored the Stamford Canal, 
particularly in West Deeping and 
Tallington, for The ‘Boaty’ Project.  

www.wdheritage.wordpress.com

To continue in Tallington from east of the railway:
 ● Turning right, cross the stile and walk parallel with 

the railway, as far as Stamford Road (A1175).  
Turn left.

 ● Cross the railway via the level crossing.
 ● After about 15 metres, turn left through the metal 

gate and along the footpath.
 ● At the next gate, turn right and continue along the 

right-hand side of the field.
 ● Cross the stile, keeping to the right-hand side 

of the field, to another stile, leading to a narrow 
pathway, with a children’s play area to the left. 
You will come out at the side of the Village Hall. 

 ● Turn left onto Mill Lane and continue to where the 
road turns sharp left. You have come back to the 
former course of the canal. To your left it continued 
eastwards towards the railway embankment and 
West Deeping on the far side.  

 ● On your right, cross the stile and follow the 
footpath along the edge of the field and through 
a gate on your right, into Millennium Green.                             
To your right, note the depression in the ground 
and the dip of the fencing which indicates the 
canal course.

 ● Take the path to your left.  You are walking along 
the dried-up bed of the Stamford Canal!

Stamford Canal - Tallington Millennium Green 

 ● Continue west along the footpath to Bainton Road.  
 ● Turn right.  Under the pavement lie the remains 

of the stone stantions of a bridge thought to be 
associated with the canal.   

 ● In 10 metres, cross the road into an unmarked 
road, known as Heron’s Close, off Bainton Road.

Stamford Canal – Tallington Heron’s Close 

The remains of Tallington Lock are in the fenced 
area to the right.  Masonry from the north upstream 
abutment was uncovered in 1998 when clearing land 
for a car park.  Together with the lock near the church 
in West Deeping, these are the oldest extant remains 
of canal locks in Britain.  The river locks at Deeping St 
James have a similar claim. 

This West Deeping and Tallington trail ends here 
but other parts of the canal course can be walked 
and explored. Further details can be found on West 
Deeping Heritage Group’s website.
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Interpretation boards, webpages and this leaflet were 
produced during 2013 to raise awareness of this 
significant feature of our local and national heritage.  Find 
out more on the group’s website.



Stamford Canal - Molecey’s Mill (Stamford 
Road, West Deeping, near the Greatford Cut)

 ● Follow the footpath, with the road on your left.  
The watercourse, running parallel with the road 
on the other side, was the Stamford Canal.  The 
water mill was known as Molecey’s Mill, after its 
19th Century owners, the Molecey family.  There 
was a lock, now demolished, alongside the road.  A 
toll bar operated here when it was a turnpike road.  

 ● Past the mill, cross the road, go over the stile 
and follow a public footpath to West Deeping. 
The path follows more or less the course of the 
towpath, with the canal, now filled in, on your 
right, to the north, and the river to your left. The 
site of Lammas Close lock is on your route, just 
past the service bridge over the river.  Where the 
river bends significantly to the left, note that the 
canal carried on straight. 

 ● Coming to the built-up area, a footpath sign on your 
left directs you between the wall and a fence into 
The Lane. The course of the canal is through 
private land behind the houses on your left.

 ● At the end of The Lane, turn left onto King Street.  
Pass ‘Greystones’ and look over the stone wall to 
the left of St Andrew’s House, to see the former 
canal as a narrow stream running along the 
boundary. The canal crossed the road beneath 
a bridge of some kind, possibly by means of a 
ford.  The small culvert under the road was made 
in 1871 when the canal had closed.

 ● Cross King Street to the end of a gravelled drive, 
known locally as ‘The Boaty’ from when it was the 
‘Boat River’.

Stamford Canal - ‘The Boaty’ 
King Street, West Deeping

 ● Follow the private road. You are walking on the 
route of the canal, which was piped in and covered 
over in the 1930s. Straight ahead, in private 
property, there was a winding pool, where canal 
vessels could turn or pass.  To the west, the stone 
ends of a turf-sided lock remain. There is no public 
access to this lock; but you can find an explanatory 
video on www.wdheritage.wordpress.com.

 ● Carry on the track which turns right to run parallel 
with King Street.  (A public footpath on your right 
after 25 metres would take you back between 
the houses, to King Street.)

The photograph on the front of this leaflet shows part 
of the course of the canal that has been restored in a 
private garden, along the southern edge of the field 
to your left. 
● Continue along the track until the next sign for a 

Public Footpath. Turn left and follow the path with 
the hedge on your right.

● At the T junction, the parish boundary of West 
Deeping with Tallington, turn left to follow the path 
round the corner of the field. After 12m, to your 
left, there is a break in the hedge, and a track 
crosses what looks like a ditch - this was the 
Stamford Canal! 

● Follow the footpath (and the route of the canal) 
keeping to the right of the hedge until you reach a 
farm track leading to Stamford Road. 

● To your left, cross the fence using the temporary 
stile and turn right, keeping to the edge of the 
field.  The canal route is now on your right. 
This path continues until you reach the railway 
embankment.   

The Great Northern Railway was constructed in 
the1850s, crossing the canal at the downstream end of 
a lock on the Tallington side of the embankment.

The pedestrian crossing over the railway closed in 
2011, so it is no longer possible to follow the route of 
the canal without taking a diversion.

Either return to West Deeping 
 ● Turn left to walk parallel to the railway, then left to 

follow the River Welland.  
 ● At the stile, turn left, then right, following the 

Public Footpath sign over a wooden bridge
 ● Cross the stile and through a paddock.  
 ● Cross the stile and follow the track past West 

Deeping Mill on your right to Church Lane, with St 
Andrew’s Church on your left. 

 ● From Church Lane, turn left into King Street to 
return to The Boaty. 

Or continue to Tallington (directions overleaf)
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Interpretation boards 
Footpath
Road
Former canal
River Welland

1


