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West Deeping   
 
Volume I  Parish Meeting Minutes 1894 -1919 
Volume II  Parish Council Minutes July 30th 1919 to 23rd March 1977 
Volume III Parish Council Minutes May 24 1977 – Jan 6 1999 
 
Canal 
Boat River 
Boaty 
 
I Jan 28th 1903 (see scan) 
Letter to be written to Uffington RDC “Acquainting them of the dreadful state of the Boat 
River and of the stench arising therefrom, And asking them to lay pipes from the Rectory 
garden to the culvert (under the main road) and to completely cover in the same”  
June 18th reply from RDC re pathways, drains and gate – but no mention of laying of drain 
pipes “in the old cannall”.  
 
March 30th 1916 Mr S Stevenson  “brought the condition of the old “Boat River” before the 
meeting” suggested  “pipes should be laid and covered over and a roadway provided into the 
fields in the back lane”.  Public meeting to be called to discuss the question. 
 
April 10th 1916 (see scan) A meeting was held in the school room this evening at 7.30 to 
consider the condition of the old “Boat River”.  A good number of electors were present – 
“After rather strong discussion”  agreed to write to Uffington RDC asking them to make a 
roadway over the river near the Rectory garden into the Back Lane but not to have a smaller 
pipe or culvert than the existing one under the roadway, so as not to impeded the flow of 
water during flood time. William Percy Whincup Chairman 
April 10th – Copy of letter to Uffington RDC: At a special Parish Meeting held on April 10th it 
was unanimously resolved that I should be directed to write asking you to place before your 
council the condition of the old “Boat River” in our parish and bring to their notice the 
necessity of something being done to end the nuisance and stench which always arises from 
the same during the summer and at the same time provide a roadway into the Back Lane and 
the fields opening into same. As this matter was first brought to their attention in 1903 it is 
thought by the village it is time something should be done, to remove the inconvenience 
caused to the occupiers of the gardens and fields, situated in the back-lane, by having at the 
present, no right of way to reach the same 
Yours truly J Ackland Clerk to the Parish Meeting 
Note at bottom of page: “Reply read to meeting Feb 12th 1917 “– but minutes for that date do 
not record what was said.  
 
II  
Jan 6th 1920 “It was decided that as the RDC would do nothing to abate the nuisance caused 
by the old Boat River it should be done at the expense of the Parish Council and it was agreed 
that it be left to the chairman (P Gore Graham) to Arrange for the work to be done viz a dyke 
about 2 ft wide be cut to carry off the water and if possible to [be] piped in later.” …. “The 
clerk was also directed to write to Mr Holmes Castle Bytham to provide a sealed cesspool for 
the discharge of the drains from his property as the present arrangement whereby it 
discharged in the boat-river was at times very offensive.” 
 
Sept 28 1920 As the RDC had not replied to the repeated requests of the council to pipe in 
the old Boat River, the clerk was directed to ask for estimates for 12” pipes with a view of the 
council doing the work themselves.  
 



 2 

 Feb 21 1921The clerk reported that during the time between receiving the estimate and 
ordering the pipes for the old Boat River the price had advanced considerably and it was 
decided to wait until further into the summer before going further into the matter” 
 
Oct 14 1921 The clerk was directed to [write to] RDC asking if they would be willing to assist 
in any way to pipe in the old Boat River as during the recent hot weather it had been a very 
great nuisance”  
 
Dec 22 1921 The Chairman reported (E Porter) that he did not think the RDC would do 
anything towards piping in the old Boat River and it was decided that the council should meet 
on the spot at 2.30 on Saturday decide if possible the best steps to take in the matter”. 
 
Jan 17 1922 A Parish Council was held this evening to consider the estimate for pipes to be 
placed in the Boat River. The clerk produced quotations from Messrs Ellis and Everard and Mr 
Wm Groom, Spalding. After some discussion it was decided to accept the latter.  As the 
quotation (in both cases) was for truck loads it was left to the chairman (W E Porter) to 
purchase 30 yards and make the best terms possible for the transport of the smaller quantity.  
 
Sep 29 1922 The clerk reported that the pipes for the old boat river had arrived and been 
placed in Mr King’s yard for protection from breakage.  … Mr Groom for pipes £12.8.8 
 
Feb 20 1923 The question of the boat river then came under discussion  and it was agreed 
that Mr King should meet the Rector and if possible arrange for a better supply of water to 
flow through the drain and then to consider the matter again at the next meeting of the 
council. 
 
Mar 27 1923 The Rev Graham reported that he had put new pipes in the drain running 
through his garden to supply water to the old boat river but as the water in the river was still 
very high it was not considered possible to do anything further at present.  
 
Apr 19th 1923 The question of putting the pipes in the old boat river then came under 
consideration and after some discussion it was decided that the council should meet at the 
dam at the end of the rectory garden on Tuesday next at 6.30 p.m. The full council met at 
the time and place as arranged above.  The Chairman (P. Gore Graham)being called away no 
decision was arrived at.  
Oct 31 1923 The condition of the Boat River was considered and it was agreed that the water 
was too high for anything to be done at present.  
 
Feb 20 1924 On the proposition of the chairman sec by Mr King it was decided that the pipes 
should be put in the Boat River and the clerk was asked to see Mr Wm Bennington and 
arrange a date on which he could meet the council on the spot and make the best 
arrangements for getting the work done as cheaply as possible.  
Balance sheet for year ending Mar 31st 1924 Materials for Boat River Wm Bennington £8.9.0  
 
July 26 1924  The clerk laid before the council the account received from Mr Wm Bennington 
amounting to £7 6.6 for work done to closing in part of the old Boat River the same met with 
their approval and it was decided that it should be paid. As the amount in the hands of the 
Treasurer was only £7.2.2 the chairman (T F King) generously offered to pay 4s/6d for which 
he received the thanks of the council.  As this was the first step taken to remove a nuisance 
that had been before the parish meetings for over 30 years it was hoped that it would be 
possible for a small length to be done each year until it was completed.  
 
Mar 25 1926 It was reported that the drain in the old Boat River had been damaged by Mr 
Peter Nottingham. The clerk was instructed to inform him that the council would require him 
to make the damage good and in the future he was not to interfere with this drain without 
the consent of the council. Also the clerk was directed to inform Mr C Wright that the council 
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could not allow the piece already filled in to be used for storage purposes.  It was decided to 
fill in a further 22 yards as soon as possible and estimates for pipes for this purpose were 
then considered and it was agreed to accept the estimate of Messrs Ellis and Everard at 9/3 
per yard and the clerk was instructed to get the same delivered at once.  
 
Feb 14th 1927 After some discussion on the old Boat River the clerk was instructed to get 
estimates for a further 20 yards of pipes and the bricks etc for the necessary catchments? 
that would be required.  
 
Mar 21 1927 Estimates were produced for the supply of pipes and bricks for the old Boat 
River and it was decided that 26 yards of pipes and 1,000 bricks should be ordered from 
Messrs Ellis and Everard and put in Mr King’s yard until it was possible to have them put in 
position. Balance sheet Ellis and Everard £15.3.0 
 
April 14 1927 Pipes and bricks had arrived.  
 
Sep 16 1927 After some discussion re the old Boat River and its pipes it was agreed that the 
clerk should arrange for the bricklayer Mr H Day to view the site and  if possible some 
members of the council should also be present.  
 
June 5 1928 After some discussion on the old boat river it was decided that the Council 
should go and consider the question on the spot where they instructed the clerk to arrange 
for a dam to be fixed in the rector’s garden end, and the pipes to be laid as early as possible 
and the mud cleaned out of the lower end of the drain.  
July 6 1928 The a/c for laying the pipes etc in Boat river was produced and a cheque value 
£10 16.7 signed in payment of same. After some discussing re the means of getting road-
sides etc carted to “make up” to pipes Mr King offered to provide horses and carts for this 
purpose at once and Mr Teesdale later.  The Surveyor having offered the council the services 
of the road men to fill the carts the Council agreed to pay for one further man for this 
purpose.  
 
Feb 23 1929 A cheque value £4.15.6 was signed for work done on the old Boat River and 
village drain.  
 
April 15 1930 It was stated that the pipes in the boat-river were blocked and the clerk 
promised to see that they were cleared. 
 
Nov 6th 1930 it was also agreed that if there were any unemployed men in the village the 
clerk should be empowered to set them to work filling in the bottom end of the old Boat River 
near the rectory garden and pay them out of the council funds.  
 
Mar 30 1932 Parish meeting: Complaints were received about the deposit of rubbish old tins 
glass bottles etc in the old back lane and Boat river and the danger arising from the same to 
stock when passing through. It was agreed that the council be asked to clean up the lane and 
if possible prevent a recurrence of the trouble.  
Parish Council meeting: Mr King proposed Mr Neal sec that one of the unemployed men in the 
village should be engaged to clean up all the rubbish and deposit the same in the Old Boat 
river (Mr King offered the use of a horse and cart for this purpose) the clerk to pay the man 
at the rate of 5/- per day.  
 
Mar 15 1937 after some discussion over the flood waters now in the village it was decided to 
ask the RDC to open out the mouth of the tunnel at the end of the Boat River and fix a 
grating to allow the free entry of the water…. 
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Oct 11 1937 clerk was instructed to remind the drainage authority of their promise to raise 
the north bank of the river also to ask the Sanitary Authority to make good the drain in the 
old boat river. Again in April 1938! 
 
Mar 29 1945 clerk was asked to call the attention of the surveyor to subsidence in the road 
where the culvert from the old Boat River passed under the road 
 
May 29 1939 The clerk was asked to call the attention of the police to the nuisance caused by 
the parking of cars and a caravan on the site of the old canal 
 
Mar 23 1966 Questions were asked re the Boat River site the clerk was asked to sign in the 
presence of one of her Majesty’s Justices of the peace the document prepared by the clerk of 
the RDC and known as a “Declaration of Possessary Title together with a copy of the plan 
referred to therein” as soon as he could arrange it.  
 
June 20 1966 the clerk reported that …he had signed the document re the old Boat river site 
in the presence of a Justice of the Peace. 
 
Mar 29 1967 The question of parking of vehicles on the site of the old boat river was then 
brought before the meeting and after an interesting discussion no definite decision was 
reached   
 
Mar 26 1968 Doubts were expressed as to whether Mr C Wilson had encroached on the Boat 
River site when fixing his fence alongside, it was left for Messrs Wright and Whincup to 
arrange a meeting with the County Surveyor to open up the line of pipes which were laid in 
the old canal that mark the extent of his boundary.  
 
June 20 1968 it had not yet been possible to bare the pipes in the old boat river to find if an 
encroachment had been made by the fixing of a fence on private property adjoining  
 
Jan 12 1971 It was decided that the contractor of the Sewage scheme, Messrs Shanks and 
McEwan be asked to restore the “old Boat river” to its original condition at the completion of 
their work there.    
 
May 21 1974 It was decided to erect signs at the end of the “old Boaty” marked “Private 
Road” … 
 
Aug 22 1974 No suitable standard signs found . Mr Fenn to be asked to if he would make and 
suitably sign-write two boards  
 
Mar 23 1977 It was decided to ask Mr Black to make a notice board for the “old Boaty” stating 
“Private Road”. 
 
III May 2 1977 The erection of two garages at the rear of 54/56 The Clerk was instructed to 
contact the developers emphasising the ownership of the access road known as the Boaty 
asking for a contribution towards it maintenance from all who proposed to use it for access to 
the Back Lane, A possible figure was suggested at £5 per year per garage subject to review.  
 
May 24 1978 Regarding access to the rear of properties via “The Boaty” the report of counsel 
and the National Association of Local Councils was read and it was decided to contact the 
Vaughan’s solicitors again suggesting a simple licence for an annual fee of £5 – the council 
not being willing to execute a deed providing permanent right of way. 
 
Sep 18 1979 Mr Dethick raised the point of the fence being removed in the Boaty to allow 
builders access to 60 King St and suggested that a visit by the clerk be made to ensure 
everything was left tidy and the fence re-erected when they had completed their alterations. 
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Levies – what dates for payment, etc.  Agreed that an average date be agreed when all fees 
should be pd. 
 
Nov 28 1979 The water course around the Mill and St Andrew’s Lodge that flowed through 
the old Boaty had been diverted and was causing problems with vermin. After a lengthy 
discussion it was suggested that AWA be contacted.  
 
Feb 20 1980 Bills to be raised in respect of Wayleave for the Boaty.  The end of the financial 
year was suggested as the best date.  
A discussion took place reference the lack of water flow through the Old Boaty via St 
Andrew’s Lodge. 
 
Nov 6 1985 Clerk to check persons using boaty access and raise levies accordingly 
Mr Moon Gas pipe to swimming pool £2 pa 
Mr Vaughan access to garage £10 pa 
Mr Fairman access to garage £10 pa 
Mr Thomas Access for caravan £5 pa  
 
Jan 29 1986 and   
April 14 1986 Boaty levies it was agreed that all users of the Boaty for access be contacted by 
the clerk.  Also for clerk to contact Mr Guess for reason why large gate access to water 
gardens and who authorised use of large tracked vehicle.  
 
May 12 1986 Mr Guess agreed to pay levy of £5 for 1 yr while working on his land and using 
boaty for access. 
 
Sept 10 1986 Boaty sign to be put up Concern raised by A Dethick over levies 
 
Dec 3 1 1986 It was decided that everyone who used the boaty as access to the rear of their 
property should be sent a letter requesting £5 per year rent to be paid by 1st January. Mr 
Moon was to be sent a different letter as he is only to pay £2 per annum for the gas pipes.  
 
Feb 11 1987 3 levies pd. Objection by Mr Fairman; concern of Mr Vaughan after putting 
hardcore and gravel down was now being asked to pay a levy to travel over it! Did eventually 
agree to pay. 
 
Sept 9 1987 Mr Guess has assured the PC that as soon as he has finished the work on his 
tennis court then he will replant with trees and regravel the boaty 
 
Jan 26 1988 Mr Dethick has written to Mr Guess asking for him to replace the gravel on the 
boaty now that his work has finished. Mr Fairman had replied to the PC’s letter and Mr 
Dethick had spoken to him at some length about the Boaty.  It was now suggested that Mr 
Dethick get in touch with SKDC asking them what their solicitors advise.  
 
April 19 1988 After much discussion the PC agreed to write to each of the residents who use 
the boaty as access, stating that from i1t July 1988 the boaty will have a barrier across it and 
it will be locked.  Those people who have paid the levy will have a key.  The amount 
outstanding will be stated on individual letters. The Clerk was also instructed to write to Mr 
Guess as he had still not regravelled the Boaty. 
 
May 17 1988 Mr Fairman raised the question of the right of way along the Boaty.  He feels 
that he has a right of way to take his car along the boaty but will also contribute a small 
amount of money each year to its upkeep. Much discussion …. 
Mr Guess had now gravelled the Boaty.  Levies pd 
 



 6 

Sept 6 1988 Papers referring to the Boaty have just been given to the Chairman by the 
previous Clerk to the Parish Council (Mr Sutcliff)  
 
Nov 8 1988 Anglian Water have requested that they buy a right of way over Boaty but they 
are to be told that must pay a yearly levy 
 
1991 Levies pd by residents incl executors of F  (d 1990)Whincup 
 
1992 £5 Levies pd by Mr Dethick Mr Hall Mr Fairman, Mr Thomas and £2 Mr Moon. Still due 
from Mr Vaughan and £20 Anglia Water 
 
Jan 20 1993 The roadway to the Pumping Station will be re-gravelled by Anglia Water. That 
will be the end of the reinstatement which was found to be necessary owing to the damage 
caused by Anglia Water’s heavy vehicles.  These works in no way affect the ownership of the 
land between the Boaty and the Pumping Station which is deemed to be Common Land.  The 
reinstatement is to be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Feb 13 1996 It was noted that Mrs M Small agreed to pay a £5 levy for use of the boaty. A 
letter had also been sent with regard to 65 King St and a payment of £5 had been received. 
 
April 2 1996 It was reported that these payments were coming in but there were still three 
outstanding 
 
May 13 1997 Enquiries to be made re gravel 
 
July 1997 Gravel £10 per ton.  Contractor would be required. Weedkiller applied 
 
Sept 9 1997 Resurfacing quotes to be obtained 
 
Dec 9 1997 To discuss raising levy at next meeting 
 
Feb 19 1998 Estimate for £365 for resurfacing could not be carried out until next financial 
year due to lack of funds. Question of raising the amount paid by residents for use of the 
boaty was discussed – for future discussion 
 
Apr 7 1998 The question of boaty payments was discussed in respect of the amount charged 
in relation to the number and size of vehicles using the boaty. The Clerk reported that a letter 
would be sent to all those paying a levy explaining that an increase in levy would be 
considered in the coming year as the present amounts did allow for the boaty to be 
regravelled on a very regular basis 
Annual Parish Meeting: May 12 1998 It was reported that the Boaty would be resurfaced this 
year.  The Clerk wished it to be noted that the levy raised from the residents for use of the 
Boaty was intended for the maintenance of the road although the current cost of resurfacing 
meant that it would not be able to be done very often out of the monies raised. The Parish 
Council would be discussing this matter later in the year when setting the budget and 
identifying future work  
It was noted that a new private road sign had been erected at the entrance to the boaty 
May 12 1998 The clerk reported that a question had been raised regarding the ownership of 
the Boaty. A declaration of possessary title had been produced from the archives which 
indicated that The Boaty was the property of the West Deeping Parish Council this had been 
signed by William Ackland and was dated 27 April 1966 
 
Oct 14 1998 The clerk wished the meeting to note that the invoice for the boaty gravelling 
had been paid in the sum of £428.88   
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Jan 6 1999 It was reported that a letter had been received from the Company Secretary of 
HCC Tinsley and Son agreeing to pay a levy for the use of the Boaty. The Parish Council 
agreed that the amount to be charged would be £30 per annum. 
It was noted that Anglian Water had now paid the levy for use of Boaty in the sum of £20 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 


