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Summary 

An archaeological watching brief took place during water mains replacement 
between the villages of West Deeping and Tallington in south Lincolnshire 

Although an important Anglo-Saxon cemetery was discovered in Tallington 
following a design alteration associated with a supplementary project, much 
of the route was devoid of archaeological remains; due largely to road 
truncation and make-up 

In Tallington, a range of isolated and undated features were identified, 
including components relating to the former Stamford to Deeping St James 
Canal 

1.0 Introduction 

In the autumn and winter of 1996/7, and during the spring of 1997, an intermittent 
archaeological watching brief was maintained during water mains replacement between 
the villages of West Deeping and Tallington in south Lincolnshire. The works were 
commissioned by Anglian Water Services Ltd., following consultations with the 
Assistant County Archaeologist for Lincolnshire. 

The County Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) contains multiple entries which are 
of relevance to the chosen pipeline route. In this part of the Welland valley, the 
cropmark evidence for settlement in the prehistoric periods is overwhelming; so much 
so that, in 1960, the important document A Matter of Time sought to highlight the 
intensifying threat posed to such archaeology, principally as a result of mineral 
extraction (RCHM(E) 1960). 

In accordance with company conservation policy, Anglian Water Services Ltd. agreed 
to fund a programme of observation, investigation and recording: to preserve, by 
record, any remains disturbed or exposed as a result of the works. 

For the most part, significant archaeological remains were not exposed within the areas 
monitored. However, in Tallington, following a re-routing of the pipeline, construction 
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trenches cut through part of a medieval building complex and an important 6th century 
inhumation cemetery. The latter was subject to a revised agenda following initial 
discovery and formed the basis for a detailed rescue excavation which has been funded 
through an independent budget (again, supplied by Anglian Water Services Ltd.). As 
such, the results of the excavation will be presented in a separate report following 
detailed analysis of the remains. 

2.0 Location and description 

The villages of West Deeping and Tallington, which are separated by approximately 
1,5km, lie in the Welland Valley in south Lincolnshire, approximately 5km east of 
Stamford, 8km north-west of Peterborough. West Deeping, which centres on either 
side of the Roman road King Street, is approximately 1 2km north-east of the present 
course of the River Welland (the Maxey Cut), with Tallington lying slightly closer to 
the river, bisected by the A16 Stamford Road. 

The section of pipeline monitored extended from the west side of Tallington to the 
north side of West Deeping (the junction of Stamford Road and King Street). 

3.0 Geology and topography 

The River Welland is bordered by a narrow strip of alluvium of approximately 1 mile 
(1,6km) in width, interspersed with occasional areas of gravel. To the east of 
Stamford, it meanders through a broad area of fen-edge gravels; deposits which 
developed in the post-glacial era. These gravels are at their widest in the West 
Deeping/Tallington area and, from prehistoric times, appear to have been a focus for 
human settlement. 

The surrounding land is predominantly flat, with the modern ground surface fluctuating 
between the 12m and 14m contour lines. 

For a long time, the gravels which proliferate in this part of the county have attracted 
commercial attention, and inevitably, large swathes of land have been quarried, 
particularly in the area between Tallington and West Deeping, to the north of Stamford 
Road. These works have had a significant impact on the archaeological landscape. 

4.0 Archaeological and historical background 

Although known to be an area of potentially exceptional archaeological value from at 
least the 1940's, it was only following widespread post-war quarrying that the Royal 
Commission on Historical Monuments (England) published A Matter of Time, a 
document which, in 1960, sought to demonstrate the devastating effect that quarrying 
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was having on archaeological sites on the gravel terraces of our major rivers such as 
the Thames, Trent and Welland. 
In the Welland valley, cropmark remains are dense. It was these remains in fact which 
prompted the publication of A Matter of Time. Several major classes of monument 
have been identified which may be broadly summarised as follows: -

Enclosures: on the Welland gravels, most of these sites occur close to Maxey 
and Tallington 
Circles: a large group totalling more than ninety circles has been identified in 
the Welland valley, principally in the Maxey area. It is likely that most of these 
monuments represent the ploughed-out remains of round barrows which date 
somewhere within the second millennium BC 
Pit alignments: these alignments occur quite frequently on river terraces. In 
1960, twenty were known in the Welland Valley, and excavations were 
conducted at Tallington between 1958-9 and in 1961 (French et al, 1993). On 
average, the pits were c. 2.4m in diameter, 1.3m in depth. Some 
Iron Age pottery was recovered from one example excavated between 
1958-9 (a situation consistent with the results of investigations in other parts 
of the country, where pit alignments have usually been dated to the Iron Age). 
At Tallington, one alignment has been dated to the Late Bronze Age (ibid, 66) 
It has been suggested that pit alignments functioned as territorial 
markers/boundaries, with alternating pits and mounds (ie upcast) forming a 
continuous line. 

Fig. 2 constitutes a sketch plot made from the aerial photographs held as part of the 
County SMR. It incorporates a dense series of enclosures, circles and other features 
which proliferate on either side of the selected pipeline route. 

5.0 Methodology 
The majority of the route was replaced using the 'open cut' method, although some of 
the more difficult areas were thrust-bored. The use of the latter results in a more 
limited impact on the buried resource, although archaeological interpretation is difficult 
due to the limited areas that are affected in full plan (usually small test pits which link 
areas subject to underground boring). Open trench excavations, although more 
damaging, allow a more comprehensive view of the stratigraphy. 
Trench excavation was undertaken using either 180° plant or trenching machines. In 
both cases the cut width was only 0.23 m. with a variable depth ranging from 1.0 m. to 
1.40 m. 
The project commenced in late August 1996 with initial monitoring being undertaken 
on an intensive basis, during which all earth-moving operations were carried out under 
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archaeological supervision. The level of intervention was reviewed after one week and 
reduced as the quantity and significance of deposits exposed was lower than was 
originally estimated. 

The subsequent monitoring of the route was undertaken on an intermittent basis during 
which a further 46 site visits were made between September 9th, 1996 and January 
29th, 1997. The visits were staged so that the maximum extent of trench section was 
open during any one visit, when all section faces were scanned and intermittently 
cleaned. Intrusive features, where exposed, were fully recorded and column sections of 
the natural stratigraphy were drawn approximately every 100m. 

Recording was undertaken using standard context record sheets (incorporating 
physical descriptions, interpretations, and stratigraphic relationships). Sections were 
drawn to scale (1:20). Comprehensive photographic recording was undertaken and 
some prints are reproduced at the end of this report. Artefacts (pottery, animal bone 
etc.) were processed and submitted for specialist appraisal. 

Observation points were plotted on 1:2500 development plans which were provided by 
the clients. These, and the rest of the paper record, will form the basis of the long-term 
project archive which will be deposited at the City and County Museum, Lincoln, 
within one year of the date on this report. 

6.0 Results 

For the most part, the watching brief identified few deposits of archaeological 
significance, excluding the major finds at Tallington. In some areas this was simply due 
to an absence of significant horizons; although generally the trenching operations had 
a limited impact due to the depth of ground make-up along the current A16 Stamford 
Road. 

There follows a logical (if not chronological) summary of the deposits recorded during 
the brief (with the locations of significant observation points plotted on Fig. 2 ) . 

6.1 Bainton Road, Tallington 

Archaeological monitoring commenced along Bainton Road on the south-west side of 
Tallington. No deposits relating to prehistoric settlement were identified but features 
corresponding to the now filled-in Stamford to Deeping St James canal an undated 
wall and linear feature, were exposed (Fig.'s 3 and 4). 

6.1.1 Linear feature [102] (Fig. 3) 

Discovered approximately 29.0 m. south of the junction of Bainton Road with Main 
Road, Tallington, this unusual feature was sealed by an extinct topsoil horizon (100) 
which was truncated by the modern road. 
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The feature was of irregular form, with vertical sides and a shallow depression 
extending to the south. Its depth was not determined as its base was below the limit of 
excavation. It was filled with dark brown sandy silt (101) with c. 50% pea gravel 
inclusion. Clearly, the feature pre-dated the road, but with no direct dating material 
from the feature itself, its significance could not be determined. 

Fig. 3: East facing section of linear feature [102], 1:20 

6.1.2 Canal Structure (Fig. 4) 

Approximately 20.0 m. south of the above, the remains of structures associated with 
the defunct Stamford to Deeping St James canal were exposed. 

Again orientated east-west, these comprised two substantial retaining walls/stantions 
(104) and (103), separated by a filled-in void c. 4.15 m. wide. The walls were made of 
rough hewn limestone blocks bonded with mortar. Two deposits, (106) and (107), lay 
to the north and south of the canal structure and comprised redeposited soil and 
natural gravels. These were interpreted as construction trench fills: two sherds of green 
glazed pottery were recovered from (107) which suggest that construction took place 
prior to the middle of the 17th century. 

The void between the two walls which was filled by a series of limestone rubble dumps 
(103) was taken to be the actual infilled canal. Local knowledge suggests that a bridge 
once existed over the canal at this point. The narrowness of the waterway may, 
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Fig. 4: East facing section of canal structures (104)/(105), 1:20 

Fig. 7: East facing section showing buried soil (114), 1:20 
Fig. 6: South facing section of ditch [113], 1:20 
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however, suggest that the retaining walls formed part of a lock system rather than 
stantion foundations for a bridge over the full width of the waterway. 

Extending southwards, a substantial layer (108) was formed of mixed limestone rubble 
and modern brick/tile within a mid-brown sandy silt matrix. This was interpreted as a 
major ground levelling horizon to raise the height of the road. It produced a small 
assemblage of modern pottery and a single residual sherd of medieval glazed tile which 
has been dated no later than the 14th century. 

The Stamford to Deeping St James canal was in existence by 1700 and comprised a 
9.5 mile cut, rejoining the River Welland at Deeping St James and connecting Spalding 
with The Wash (Wright 1982). Completion of the work occurred between 1664 and 
1673 under an act obtained by the Stamford Corporation in 1620, confirming an act of 
1570. The canal carried coal and groceries inwards; agricultural produce, malt, timber, 
stone and slate from Ketton and Collyweston outwards. All traffic on the canal had 
ceased by 1863 and by 1868, Stamford Corporation had sold off what parts they 
could. 

Even today, there are some extant remains relating to the canal structure: directly west 
of the point where the pipeline traversed this feature is a strip of land amounting to 
derelict pasture and allotment plots. In this location can be seen the remains of two 
lock gates; now in a derelict condition. Furthermore, there is an east-west linear 
cropmark indicated on the extreme west side of Fig. 2, immediately south of Main 
Road. It is possible that this cropmark actually reflects part of the filled-in channel, 
although one assumes that it must have deviated southwards slightly to align with the 
lock gate fragment and the canal structure represented by Fig. 4. 

6.1.3 Wall (109) (Fig. 5) 

An undated stone wall (again orientated east-west) was recorded 2.2 m. south of the 
northern boundary to 'Glen Orchy' -a bungalow demarcating the limit of the route 
along Bainton road. 

The wall was constructed from rough ashlar limestone blocks and survived to three 
courses above the trench base. Sealed by the levelling horizon (108), the wall appears 
to have collapsed in a southerly direction as there was a substantial deposit of 
limestone rubble extending from the wall face for 1.6 m. 

Again, no datable finds were recovered in association with the wall, which (given the 
absence of any relating structures) was probably a property boundary. 
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Fig. 5: West facing section of wall (109), 1:20 

6.2 A16 through Tallington 

The vertical stratigraphy recorded through the village of Tallington primarily 
comprised of recent road make-up deposits sealing 0.2-0.45 m. of a natural mid-light 
brown sandy clay. This sealed an orange-red gravel which was only intermittently 
exposed in the trench base. Road construction had removed or obscured deposits of 
archaeological potential. 

6.2.1 Ditch [113] (Fig.6) 

A north-south ditch (truncated by the road construction) was exposed approximately 
13 .7 m. west of the junction with Bainton Road. 

The ditch was 2.4 m. wide and contained at least two distinct dark brown-grey silty 
clay fills (111) and (112) (the lowest deposits were not exposed, and depth of the 
feature was not determined due to the depth of excavation and the confined working 
area). No dating evidence was recovered from these fills, despite limited digging into 
the trench sides. 
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6.2.2 Buried soil (114)7(115) (Fig 's 7 and 8) 

A natural undulation within the gravel basal deposit adjacent to the 'Red House' in 
Tallington preserved a layer (114) of a dark brown sandy silt mixed with occasional 
pebble inclusions. This layer was exposed intermittently as far as the Manor House' on 
the eastern outskirts of the settlement, where it merged with a green-grey sandy silt 
(115) - the relationship between the two contexts was not satisfactorily determined 
because reinstatement occurred more quickly than expected: the trench being 
backfilled prior to monitoring. 

Despite the fact that an assessment of a sample from (114) proved uninformative, both 
layers appeared to represent previous soil horizons sealed by the current road. It seems 
likely that the division (primarily by colour) between the two is a reflection of land use 
or a change in ecology (e.g. open field to woodland/scrub). 

A single fragment of in situ un-glazed medieval pottery was recovered from the buried 
soil. It can be dated, very broadly, between the 13th and 15th centuries. 

W E 

Tarmac 

X 

Fig. 8: South facing section showing terminus of buried soil (115), 1:20 

6.3 A16, Tallington to West Deeping 

The route followed by the A16 between Tallington and West Deeping transects an area 
abundant in cropmark sites. Although this part of the route was considered to have a 
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very high archaeological potential, no archaeological features or artefacts were 
recovered due to the limited impact of the groundworks on undisturbed horizons. 

Residual or stray artefacts were not recovered from this section of the route, as a 
trenching machine, which emptied soil directly into a dumper, was employed to 
undertake the digging. 

6.4 West Deeping 

Deep deposits relating to road construction continued to dominate the route. For 
example, there was no more than 8cm of undisturbed natural immediately to the west 
of West Deeping: in this location (Fig. 2), there is a clearly-defined triple linear ditch 
cropmark. The ditches associated with this cropmark would, almost certainly, continue 
northwards of Stamford Road, but no trace was visible in the trench base. 

The road make-up deposits thinned into West Deeping itself, with the basal deposits 
becoming an undisturbed red-brown sandy gravel up to 0.76 m. in thickness. No 
archaeological deposits were exposed at the junction of Stamford Road and King 
Street, despite the fact that there are several entries within the County SMR recording 
chance discoveries of prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval finds in this area. King 
Street itself, which extends north-south through West Deeping, and formed the 
easterly terminal of the pipeline route, was an important Roman road which linked the 
important military installations of Water Newton (DVROBRIVAE) and Ancaster. This 
road forked somewhere close to Borne, with Mareham Lane linking Sleaford 
(important in the Iron Age and Roman period) with King Street. 

7.0 Conclusions and discussion 

The water main replacement scheme between Tallington and West Deeping has indeed 
traversed a rich and diverse cultural landscape, as partially indicated in Fig. 2. For this 
reason, the archaeological recording brief commenced on a comprehensive basis. After 
one week, when the trenching scheme had resulted in the exposure of few 
archaeologically significant deposits, the scale of the work was reduced, with 
monitoring taking place on an intermittent basis. By maintaining frequent contact with 
the on-site contractors, very few areas were actually missed, with most of the 
trenching being monitored retrospectively but in advance of backfilling. 

Air photographic data held as part of the County SMR clearly shows that some sites 
have been bisected by the current A16 Stamford Road. It was a natural consideration 
therefore that the replacement scheme would directly affect buried archaeological 
deposits, which it clearly did in some areas (most notably in Tallington, where an 
alteration to the pipeline scheme traversed a section of an important Anglo-Saxon 
cemetery - described in a separate volume). With the exception of the canal structure, 
and the undated ditch and wall in Tallington; monitoring of the route was largely 
uneventful. The depth of road make-up and resurfacing layers resulted in a slight, or 
negative impact on undisturbed deposits, suggesting the possibility that the remains 
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expressed as cropmarks may still remain in situ beneath the A16. It is perhaps 
interesting to note that, in 1994, an archaeological evaluation by Northamptonshire 
Archaeology took place in Tallington on a large area of land in the angle of Casewick 
Lane and Main Road (unpublished). Out of 16 trial holes excavated, only one of these 
produced evidence of significant archaeological remains, confirming the results of an 
earlier desk top study. 
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Appendix 1 Colour photographs 

P2. Trenching operations between Tallington and West Deeping, looking east 

PI. Trenching operations on Bainton Road, looking north 
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Appendix 10.2 List of archaeological contexts 

Context Type Description 

100 Layer 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

111 

Fill 

Cut 

Fill 

Structure 

Structure 

Dump 

Dump 

Layer 

Structure 

Layer 

Fill 

Humic, dark brown friable sandy silt. Topsoil, depth 
0.22 m. 

Dark greyish brown friable sandy silt with c. 50% pea 
gravel inclusions. 

Irregular feature recorded in both sections of 
replacement trench. The south side comprised of a 
shallow depression with a deep, vertical sided, element 
to the north. The depth of this feature extended below 
the LOE. 

Loose backfill matrix comprised of limestone rubble 

North retaining wall of Stamford to West Deeping 
Canal. Comprised of rough hewn limestone blocks with 
cement bonding. 

South retaining wall of Stamford to West Deeping 
Canal. Comprised of rough hewn limestone blocks with 
cement bonding. 

Mixed sand and gravel, redeposited natural dump 
infilling void behind South retaining wall of canal. 

Mixed sand and gravel, redeposited natural dump 
infilling void behind North retaining wall of canal. 

Levelling horizon comprised of a mid brown sandy silt 
matrix with pockets of limestone rubble and modern 
brick/tile. Produced modern pottery. 

East-west aligned wall comprised of coursed limestone 
rubble. Demolition horizon suggests wall collapsed 
towards the south. Survived to three courses. 

Dark brown-grey silty clay with frequent charcoal flecks, 
depth up to 0.32 m. Road sub-surface or previous road 
surface. 

Dark brown-grey silty clay with frequent charcoal flecks 
and burnt limestones. Upper fill of ditch [113], 

112 Fill Dark brown-grey sandy silty clay with moderate 
charcoal inclusions. 
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113 Cut North-south aligned ditch with c. 60° sides. Not 
excavated to depth owing to confined work space. 

114 Layer Possible buried soil horizon: comprised of a dark brown 
silty sand with occasional pebble inclusions, Depth 0.4m. 

115 Layer Possible buried soil horizon: comprised of a greenish 
brown silty clay with frequent stone inclusions, Depth 
0.3 m. ?same as (114). 
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Appendix 10.3 Post-Roman pottery archive by J Young 

[107] x l sherd BOU: bowl frag., L C15th - M C17th 
xl sherd BOUA: jug frag., C13th 

[108] xl CPM (C19th) 
xl med. glazed tile frag., poss. ridge. No 
later than C14th. 

[114] xl worn ?Bourn/medloc/Cambs. Sug. C13 - C15, 


